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VINE LEAVES from

ST. LEONARD’S

WORTLEY

OCTOBER 2025
October Services at St. Leonards
Sunday 5th October

Holy Communion  with Rev. C. Herbert   at 11am

Sunday 12th October

Harvest Festival with Rev. C. Herbert       at 6.30pm
Sunday 19th October

Holy Communion  with Rev. C. Herbert    at 11am

Sunday 26th October 
Morning Praise with Ian Watson 

at 11am 
Save the Date!
Sunday 9th November 
Service of Remembrance at 6.30pm

Saturday 29th November
Christmas Fayre from 2pm

Saturday 13th December
Bolsterstone and Thurgoland School Choir Christmas Concert

Sunday 21st December 
Nine Lessons and Carols with Thurlstone Brass Band at 6.30pm

EVERYONE WELCOME - PLEASE COME AND JOIN US
**********
EVERY WEDNESDAY St. Leonards is open to visitors and there is a TEA and CHAT Session between 1 and 3pm

A WARM WELCOME TO ANYONE WHO WOULD ENJOY THE COMPANIONSHIP
**********
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NEWS FROM THE BELFRIES
OF ST. LEONARD’S and ST. PETER’S
A Bumper Edition of Wortley Tower News

Bell Ringing Post Box Topper

Have you seen the pillar box outside Wortley Post Office recently?

It is wearing an amazing knitted and crocheted woollen topper designed and created by Wortley ringers Alice Moody and Dawn Johnson. We had a fitting ceremony before our morning service ringing with photos taken and many great comments from members of the public. It has a model of a change ringing bell complete with a bell wheel, stay, slider, clapper and frame. The clever feature is you can actually move the bell, it swings like a real one.

Coming off the bell wheel are bell ropes with the sallies (stripy bits) ending with a knitted mouse (Sally Mice). The whole thing is rigid and waterproofed so that it remains unaffected by wind and rain.

Around the edge are information panels to encourage anyone interested in learning to ring to get in touch with us. Simply point you phone at the QR codes and follow the link.

Alice posted a picture of the topper on various social media platforms for both the general public and bellringers. The response has been fantastic. Many hundreds of likes and lovely comments from all around the UK, plus some asking if she could make more, make them one and have you got a design you could send. 

Thanks to Alice and Dawn for the knitters and to Sue and Tony from the post office for their advice.

Diocese Clock Advisor
We were pleased and surprised to receive a request from Chris Spiller the Diocese Clock Advisor asking if he could make an appointment to have a look at our tower clock. The purpose of the visit was to record the technical specification and interesting notes about our Potts clock. Photos were taken and the components measured and recorded. All clocks from the 1800’s are different, made to fit into the spaces in towers and to the wishes of the community with regards to striking, number of dials, quality, illumination etc. He is working his way around all the diocese church clocks so that an accurate digital database can be created and preserved for the future. We were complimented on having a clean and tidy clock room with the mechanism protected from dust and well maintained. On the day the clock was accurate to 2 seconds, Pretty good for a 136-year-old.

Central Council Ringing Roadshow

The Central Council of Church Bell Ringers held their annual general meeting in Sheffield this year, at the Niagara conference centre in Sheffield. As part of a weekend of events visitors from all over the UK were offered the opportunity to have a ring at churches on the routes into Sheffield. Wortley was open on Friday 5th September and many ringing visitors enjoyed trying out our bells. Sunday 7th was an open day with marquees and displays held on the sports ground. Members of our team went along to see what was going on.
We began in traditional Sunday style with a bacon sandwich and coffee in the hospitality section sitting in the sun. In the indoor centre were many stalls selling ringing merchandise and we stocked up on ringing books for learners and training leaflets. We bought a new clock for the ringing room wall, specially made for ringers with method names instead of numbers, quite unusual. Outside in the car parks were several mini rings. Mobile belfries constructed from steel and transported in parts on trailers. They have real bells mounted on wheels, but these are a fraction on the weight and size of real tower bells. We had fun trying these out with varying degrees of success, it is something that needs lots of practice. Lunch of chips, burgers and beer was nice. We met many people we know and after another couple of hours we said goodbye having enjoyed our day out.

Hearing Loop Installed

Our ringing room can now make ringing more inclusive for a person with hearing loss. We now have a small induction loop aerial fitted thanks to a Diocese grant. This allows those with hearing aids to switch to T-coil so that they can hear the conductor more clearly above the noise from the bells. On tower tours for the general public hearing aid users can tune in to the talks and conversations of our ringers through the loop. 

For this to be possible we needed to have the electrical installation upgraded a bit in the tower. Extra sockets were required for the loop and the amplifier which meant some extra wiring and moving of existing sockets. Careful adjustments and siting of the aerial were needed so that those with hearing loss in the congregation downstairs don’t pick up the bell ringers and that the service and conversations in the main church area are not fed into the tower loop. All the required List B faculty permissions were obtained before work could begin.

Currently it is being trialled and tweaked to get the best out of it. What we have achieved is quite unusual, we are sure we are one of the first churches in the country to install a hearing loop in a bell tower ringing room.  This with our CCTV link and electronic ringing simulator makes Wortley tower a leader in promoting the art of church bell ringing. Thanks to Burgray (Allied Sounds) for the supply and installation.

Tankersley Tower News

Getting About a Bit

A combined team of Tankersley and Wortley ringers rang the bells of St Peter’s for the August United Benefice Service. It was nice to have a get together for everyone to take part and to see our friends in the congregation at Tankersley. Afterwards we went on to St Mary’s Worsbrough to chime their 3 bells for morning service. Bell  ringers certainly get about a bit.

Learn to ring with us.  At either Wortley or Tankersley – Telephone Andrew our tower captain on: 07733005526, email: wortleytower@gmail.com or tankersleytower@gmail.com There are Facebook pages for Wortley and Tankersley bell ringers, Instagram feeds for both and Wortley ringers have a Twitter account now just called X, @Wortleytower.  Andrew will reply to you and arrange a visit, tower tour and training sessions.
